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Each of these chiefs paid to the paramount power a yearly
tribute, the amount of which, however, varied according to
circumstances The general government, as was stated by
Colonel Walker, possessed no right of interference with their
internal administration beyond that of enforcing the payment
of their tribute, and preventing any disturbance on their part
of the peace of the country
In the immediate vicinity of the Waghelas were the Kus-
bateesx of Dhollca, a numerous and warlike body of Mohum-
medans, inhabiting the chief town of the district, and who
were regarded by the Mahratta governments as an useful
counterpoise to the power of the Rajpoot grassias The
Kusbatees were of three classes—Menas, Rehens, and Pur-
mars , the two former were reputed to have come from Delhi
at the close of the sixteenth century , the last were, as their
name implies, of Rajpoot blood, and were in fact the des-
cendants of that branch of the Purmars of Moolee, which, we
have already beheld, settled at Botad, as converts to the
Mohummedan religion a
In a d 1654, say the bards, a quarrel having arisen between
the brothers who then held Botad, one of them, named Mullik
Mohummed, went off in anger to Dholka His grandson,
Kumal Mohummed, left seven sons, who, with two hundred
horse, which they commanded, served Ubhye Singh Rathor
during the tune of his government of Ahmedabad, and after-
wards followed the Nowaub Kumal-ood-deen (or Juwan-Murd
Khan) Babee When the latter was compelled to surrender
Ahmedabad, the Purmars retired to Joonagurh, where they
served for many years At length, as they were m arrears
of pay, the Nowaub of Joonagurh assigned to them his rights
1 [Kasbati means townsman The Kasbatis were mostly the de
soendants of soldiers who had grown rich by plunder or moneylending
and had raised themselves to be middlemen and landlords They were
treated with leniency by the Gaokwars, and were enabled to settle the
rental on the villages under their management, to imprison debtors,
and to exact sums from merchants in return for protection. Some of
the sailors of the Gogha coast also are Kasbatis The Gogha district
now supplies many of the best Lascars of our mercantile marine.]
4 Vide vol i, p 348

